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SAC, Jew Tor}; 

Direct)*fy1rBX 

Alice Chil&ess-^ 

SECURITY MATTER - C 


April 11, 1951 


On pane five of the "Daily lorker" dated April 3. 1951, 
it ia reflected that Alice Childress mill teach evening classes at 
the Jefferson School of Social Science during the spring tsra 
beginning the week of April 3, 1951. It is stated that iHss Childress, 
non? starring in "The Candy Story," mill teach the °Dra*atic Workshop*^ 


ft 


It is noted that in the report of SA , 

3/22/51, in the case entitled "Masses and MainstTe^M, internal 
Security - C, Urfile 100*89571 * ft U reflected that Alice Childress 
contributed an article to the February 1951 , issue of "Masses and 
- -Mainstreazu” It, is further reflected that G-2 advised that Alice 
y Childress is an actress and an authoress who on. February 24 . 1950, 

;■ ^gs a leader in the "rerun" at the Jefferson School of Social Science 
X &"d who on March 19, 1950, attended' a meeting of the Earle* Regional 
' Cowaittce of the Ccvaunist Party. (100-354534) 


' Toi: arc requested to conduct an investigation to ascertain 

y the background and activities of this subject and determine if her 
'/" name should be placed in the Security Index. 


Open 100-nein 
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on April 6 1957, at Bowman's Jar^and G^ terlzed 

92 St. Nicholas Place ^^f^eing made up of 

the composition of thi P j „ -r this 

the "Aristocrat of the Foster! I" this 

connection the informant _ commen^ ^ ^ the part y 

ra aJo£i±3 ^ported 

' : & ^ 
t^him! IS to 19b, asC concealed Communist. 


III. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


T3nr>eau of Special Services (BSS) 
vm* City Police Department 

The records of BS ^-rc ^ 

1957 1 H at did e no? q reveaf any Additional cuTrSJit inf orma- 
Son r iientif?°ahle e :ith ALICE CHIIBRESS. 

Bureau of Criminal Identification (BCI) 

Sf, York City Police de partment 

The records of the BOX reviewed ^ ( 

July, 1957, at f^equest °f S. L criminal recoil 

and these records did not reveal 
for ALICE CHILDRESS. 


confidenti al informants _ 

Several additional informants, who are familiar 
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The Dramatic Workshop has been cited as a Communist 
Front by the California Committee on Un-American Activities, 
report 19IJ-8* page 392. 

2. The Frederick Douglass School 

“The Worker", issue of January 6, 1952, section 1, 
page 8, column 2, reported that the Frederick Douglass School 
proposes “that the new school be launched as a Marxist 
educational and cultural center, based on the needs of the 
Negro, West Indians, and Puerto Rican workers of the Harlem 
Community. Its main aim would be the education of workers on 
the “Why - Is - It“ and that “What - To - Do about JIM CROW 
living." \ 

> / 

"The Worker", issue of MarchYS 3* 1952, section 2, 
page 5, column 3* reported that ROSALlAjsERRY, “until recently 
the registrar and instructor of the Jefferson School of 
Social Science, “ is the new director of the Frederick Douglass 
School. 

“The Worker”, dated April 20, 1952, page 8, column 
3, section 1, describes a monthly forum offered by the Frederick 
Douglass School, au its auditorium, 121}. West 1 2[(_ Street, to be 
held on April 20, 1952* The subject of this forum was to 
be “The Wit and Humor of the Negro People.” ALICE CHILDRESS 
was described in the article as the sponsor of the program. 

3* The American Peace Crusade 

The American Peace Crusade was cited as an organi- 
zation which the Communis ts established as a new instrument 
for the peace offensive in the United States, and which was 
heralded by the “Daily Worker", with the usual bold headlines 
reserved for projects in line with the Communist objective. 

The Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities, in a 
statement issued on the March of Treason, February 19, 1951 
and House Report number 378 on the Communist Peace Offensive, 
April 25, 1951* the original date April 1, 1951* page 51* 

“The "Daily Worker" of May 13 , 1951* section 2, 

P a ge 7 , columns 3 and 5* stated that the American Peace Crusade 
announced a National competition in poster, grammar, geography 
in preparation of a peace Congress to be held in Chicago, from 
June 29, .to July 1, 1951. ALICE CHILDRESS was a sponsor of 
this program. 

'X * 

- 6 - 
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!}.« Civil Right s Congres s 


S5:r;i 3 r*” llv “ ^ ssri^;s. c ^ u s. 

«»■*• ^’^r^srkpSoSi sitig^sr.ijs.r 1 "- 

5 0 ?§Sm SS Eails ^ e gro and White Cultural Workers Who Aided 
MCGEE", stated that RUSSELL MEEK, Civil Rights Executive 
Secretary, described ALICE CHILDRESS as a "consumata artist 
whose struggle lies in her roots among the Negr^pe^e!" 


l Co nfidential Informant I l and 

i +- T~r -~ n J - 


-i j i_ -i ■— imui-ifliuit | ana i DO' 

reliability^made available information peptaininM:o a r 

PATTERSON ^hLh 01 * & S M VSn ln r . honor of WILLIAM L. 

PATTERSON which was held on March 15, 1951 under the auspices 

CHimpsv fe f S committee for WILLIAM L. PATTERSON." ALICE 
tM?rfsfrvaSon a iis?: ““ headlng ’ " Me3sa S es " on 

r~ " H , 

j uC-onfidential l£Lj^}mant of known reliability 

of suoDort^f^ih ^ i?^i^ hat ^ ALlCE CHILDRESS read messages 
^PP 0 rt the sixtietn birthday party given in honor* n-r 

i" 8113 ?. 2 .3» 19S1 fit fn^ oteT River- 


side ^ PzVirJvt ' or E August dj, ±9bi ^L-th^fotel Rive: 
tho*« F ew .i ork City. j~t Jfated that 


^TtS: 3 tT F Se-Co^^-b^TSf^ifSat 

Communist Party or one of its leaders was 

ttat^n!M«i h9re / a3 a l0Ud a PP lau39 * Elia informant said 
5 1 applause was accorded PATTERSON, National 

a;.g»; lx R1 «“> 

i According to the M Daily , Worker” , January 1, 1951 
Nation^ 'Jt 9 ELZZABETH HURLEY ELYNN is a member of th^ 

America^ Coicmlttee of the Communist Party, United States of 

The "Daily Worker 11 , of December 5, 1951 nacre 7 
Aid U ^e 3 rii?i a n-i a >!^ iC r 0 ca ^ tion0d "Art Exhibit and Sale to 

was c o 1 s p ons o r^ o h Con f re ® 3 ^ reported that ALICE CHILDRESS 
p nsor of the sale to be held on December 8 and 9, 


- >(- 





The "Daily Worker" of M ay 19, 1952, page 8, 
column 2, carried an article reflecting that on May 20, 
1952, the Civil Rights Congress night woulcj Wld- 0 *- 
A LIC E CHILDRESS'S review, "Gold Through .the Hire e a ", at 
=6he Club Baron, Lenox Avenue and 132 Street, 


5- Teachers Union 


The Rapp-Coudert Committee, New York State Legislature, 
investigating subversive activities in New York State, declared 
the Teachers Union to be a Communist dominated organization 
which has consistently followed the Communist party line. 

' . The "Daily Worker" of March 14, 1951, page 8, column 

5, stated that ERIKA MAM, daughter of THOMAS MAM, was to 
address a luncheon session of the Fifteenth Annual Education 
Conference of the Teachers Union to be held at the Hotel 
Commodore on April 7, 1951. ALICE CHILDRESS was also scheduled 
as a speaker on this program. 

The "Daily Worker" of April 9, 195-1, page. 2, column 
4’ and 5, in describing the Fifteenth Annual Conference of the 
Teachers Union, Hotel Commodore, stated that ALICE CHILDRESS 
addressed. the panel on "Bigotry and Thought Control." 

6. Congress of American Women 


b2 

b7C 

b7Q 



The' Congress of American Women has been cited as 
being subversive and Communistic by Attorney General TOM CLARK'S 
letters to the Loyalty Review Board, released on June 1, 1948 
and September 21, 194&* 

Thh "Daily Worker" of August 6, LU 1950, stated that 
ALICE CHILDRESS wrote a one act pla y entit led f "Florence." /on 
June 6, 1950 Confidential Informant!^ »f known reliability, 
made available information reflecting that the Congress of 
American Women, 2 East 23 Street, New York City, was in a 


osition at 
'Amo ng them. 


that 




which was jtarf by qf t TrF CgBLDSBSS 


to offer several educational features. 
ad, was a dramatic skit p~ n ~ H 1.' fc 4- ar d-7 — "Florenc e" 


0 frW 


The "Daily Worker" of June 29, 1950, page 11, column 
3 and 4, stated that BARNARD RUBIN, commenting on ALICE CHILDRESS’S 
play, "Florence", stated that ALICE CHILDRESS, "in a quite un- 
obtrusive way, puts across some of the most powerful blows 
against white Chauvinism the theater has yet produced". 

r 

Lon December 14, 1950, Confidential Informant! left 

known reliability, advised that 1 » 1 u 

a Communist party member. 


pw 


Iwas known to him to be 







"The. Worker 11 Issue of November 25, 1951, section 2, 
page 8, column 1, contained an article by CLAUDIA JONES en- 
titled, “Negro Women Launch New Movement For Peace and Free- 
dom” . In this article. Miss. JONES charged that the recently 
organized new movement of Negro Women, the Sojourners For 
Truth and Justice Is “one of the most heartening developments 
of the Negro liberation movement,” and is of particular In- 
terest to all progressives and especially to women. She 
reported that the new organization was formed in September, 
1951, u movement for Negro women who desire to speak their 
minds against lynch terror and national oppression of the 
Negro people. 


2 

7D 


The “Daily Worker” of January 1, 1951, page 1, 
column 1, stated that CLAUDIA JONES is Secretary of the 
“National Womens Commission of the Communist Party, United 
States of America, and Is one of the alternates -of the 
National Committee. ^ u j 

Go. September 21, 1951, Confidential Informant | ^1/^) 

of known reliability, advised that ALICE CHILDRESS was on 
the initiating committee of the Sojourners For Truth and 
Justices 


7 C7 


The "Daily Worker" issue of July 21j., 1952, page 8, 
column 2, stated that ALICE CHILDRESS would be on the program q - 

of the Bronx chapter for the Sojourners For Truth and Justice, >1^-^ 

at a benefit concert that this organization was to hold on 
August 7, 1952 at the Trocadero Gardens, 555 East Tremont 
Avenue . 




8. New Playwrights 


[on March 10, 1951, Confidential Informant! ^ 

n'UJ 1 4 4-— _ J J . *™ I 


of 


known reliability, stated that New Playwrights, Incorporated 
was an organization that had been operating about a year and 
sponsored "Leftist" productions. He stated that they called 
themselves "an organization of American Playwrights and actors, 
pjied|j o gjfced to the production of new, original, and progressive days." 
1 I said that performances of the plays are booked by the 
'""Leftist" Labor, Social, and Cultural organizations and used 
for Communist propaganda. 

. The "Daily Worker" issue of November 9, 1950, page 8, 
column 5, reported that New Playwrights, Incorporated would 
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present an evening in honor of GEORGE BERNARD SHAW on November 
IX 1950 at the Czechoslovak Worker’s Home, 347 East 7 2 Street, 
New York* City* ALICE CHILDRESS was scheduled to be one of 
the speakers. 

XiiQ l, New York Herald Tribune 11 , dated October 22, 1945* 
stated that GEORGE BERNARD SHAW had become what amounted to 
part-owner of the London "Daily Worker' 1 , mouthpiece of the 
British Communist Party* 

The "Daily Worker" on January 31* 1951* P a 8 e H> 
column 4, stated that New Playwrig hts, Incorpor ated enounc ed 
the opening of " C an dy~FUg r y" , ~~ WZ ^tenl pxh ^M A R D R UBLES— at the 

1 9 ^ 1 - ^which^ w ould 

a f'.'Lr.R- 0 K r 1 .1 'iR author uf"~*Fldrence" , and "Just A ^ 

Little Simple." BARNARDluJFIN , this article stated, served 
as Feature Editor and Drama Critic for the "Daily Worker • 

It stated that "Candy Story" concerns the fortunes of a 
family who own and work in a typical New York City neighborhood 
candy store. 

The "Daily Worker" of February 20, 1951* P a g Q H* 
column 1 to 5, stated that MICHAEL GOLD, a member of New 
Playwrights, Incorporated described "Candy Story" as telling 
"the story of a strike against a big chain Drug-Cigar Store 
such as Local 65 heroes have often conducted." It stated that 
ALICE CHILDRESS was on the Board of Directors of New Playwrights, 
Incorporated and described her as "that wonderful new voice 
of Negro struggle." 

On August 11, 1947 the "New York Journal American" 
newspaper carried an article by HOWARD RUSHMORE, Staff Writer, 
in which he described Local 65 as "long regarded as the^most 
thoroughly Communist dominated Union group in the city. 

The "Daily Worker" of March 18, 1951* P a g 0 7* column 
1 and 2, In describing "Candy Story", said, "one of the achieve- 
ments of the play is the presentation of Communists, not as 
mechanical figures who enter from time to time and whose 
lives serve as explanatory footnotes to the drama, 
intricate part of the action, following naturally^ 
structure of the drama." It stated that the 

the world only as a Marxist writer ca: 


■7 ?£-n 


4 





$& 

W lob-itesa: :<’; 

[Confidential Informant I U of known reliability 

stated thalT "Candy Story 11 made a mockery of free enterprise 
and tried to show a completely erroneous view of America 
where the small businessman is eradicate by the giant „ 
monopolies . 

The “Daily Worker" issue of May 15, 1951, page 4 -j 
column 5, stated that a benefit theater party was given by 
the United Labor Action Committee at "Candy Story". This 
article stated that the party was turned into a meeting of 
support for forty-eight locked out Ever Best Manufacturing 
Company workers on May 14-, V951* It also stated that ALICE 
CHILDRESS introduced VICKIE^AZZIE, organizer of Local Ip30 
United Electrical Workers Unipn at the New Playwright Theater, 

34-7 East 72 Street. // v 

l u y 

On October 23, 194-8 /LOUIS F. BUDENZ identified the 
director and Secretary Treasurer of the United Electrical Worker; 
Union as Communist Party members of long standing. On this 
date, BUDENZ also added that practically all officials of the 
United Electrical Workers Union are Communist Party members 
or fellow travelers. 

. 

onfidential,J>rformant| | of known reliability 

stated on March 11, 195^f£hat the G 4vTl Rights Con <y^^ ^ 

<su ±_ the entire house atT* 1 Candy Story" on this dat e . j{ L u ) 

stated that Communist Party propaganda and favorable remaps 
pertaining to "Leftist" Unions, were contained in this play, 
and that pamphlets for "Save WILLIE McGSE," and Civil Rights 
Congress membership applications were distributed and a 
collection was taken up by a member of the Civil Rights Con- 
gress. 

r* m) . 

[Confidentia l /In formant | of known reliability, 

advised on May 18, 195y^hat a check drawn by New Playwrights, 
Incorporated in the amount of $250.00 was given to the 
"Morning Freiheit." 

The "Morn i n g Preiheit" is described as "a Communist 
Yiddish Daily" by Attorney General FRANCIS BIDDLE, Congressional 
Record 9244*2, page 7886. 

Confidential In fo rmant I I of known reliability, 

advised on July 30, 1952kT*ihat New Playwrights, Incorporated 








mvs&zm 
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X * 


received a check in the amount of §200.00 from, the National 
Lawyers -Guild* Special Purposes Fund. 

The National Lawyers Guild has been cited as a 
Communist Front by The Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities report, March 29, 1944, page 149 . 

The "Daily Worker" of February 10, 1951, page 11 
column 1 to 5 a contained an article by ALICE CHILDRESS 
advocating a strong Negro theater. She said that it was 
to be a great movement, powerful enough to create a complete 
desire for the liberation of all oppressed people. She 
said that "we shall take advantage of the rich culture of 
the Chinese, Japanese, Russian and all theaters." She 
stated that there would be no progress in art without lasting 
peace throughout the world. ^ 


9» May Day Parade 

, Confidential Lp^ormant l I of known reliability 

stated on April 30 , 195y^that the annual May Day parade is* 
t Party function. The Parade is sponsored by the 
United May Day Committee, also known as the United Labor and 
Peoples Committee for May Day. 


The Special Committee on Un-American Activities 
report of March 29, 1944 # page 179 describes the May Day 
P rade as follows: .The May Day parade in New York City, is 
an annual mobilization of Communist strength." 

.. AJ _^ The United May Day celebration is on the list of 
the Attorney General. 

,, , tCp^i^ential Informant | U advised that the subject 

actively participated in and directed activities of the May 
Day Committee on May 1, 1951. J 

. . , Confidential Informant f *U of known reliability 

stated thaU_ ALICE CHILDRESS was a sponsor ofthahPro visional 

the P^ov^fn C ° mm “te6 for May Day, 1951. described 

-^ r visional and Cultural Committee for Bay Day as belns 

en??^ i3 £ n arty ^nlzatlon and the Committee is made uf 
®^-^i^Qly of Communist Party members* 


L7A / 








•aw* 
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[on May 8, 1952, Confidential Informant) f of un- 
known reliability, who la familiar with the activTtie s of the 
subject in 1952, advised that ALICE CHILDRESS was among those 
who marched in the May Day Parade in 1952, This informant 
stated that the subject was one of the members of the American 
Federation of Radio Actors and Television Actor s .union, whom 
he terms as a ” Red" or a "Red Sympathizer J 1 

10, National Council of the Arts, Sciences and 
" "Professions ’ 

The National Council of the Arts, Sciences, and 
Professions was cited as a Communist Front, by the Congressional 
Committee on Un-American Activities, Review of the Scientific and 
Cultural Conference for World Peace arranged by the National o 
Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions and held In 
New York City on March 25, 26, and 2?, 1949, House Report 1954, 
April 26, 1950, originally released April 19, 1949 on- page 2, 

r~ _ \y) . 

J^nf idential J^gprmantj of known reliability, 

advised on June 19, 1950venat ALICE CHILDRESS was one of 
the sne aks r 3_a t _ a rallyHhich was 1 ^4- far -th* 
sponsored by the National Council of the Arts, Sciences and 
Professions In the Town Hall, New York City. 

Ecnf i dent ial Informant ^{ 01 ! known reliabilitv 

reported that the so called "Hollywood 7 10" is a .group of 
Motion Picture writers and directors who were subpoenaed 
before the House Committee on Un-American Activities in 1947 
in connection with the Committee 1 3 investigat ion of infiltration 
into the Motion Picture industry. Each member of the group was 
held in contempt of Congress for refusal to testify before the 
Committee as to whether of not he had ever been a member of 
the Communist; Party. This, informant reported that he was 
personally acquainted with the "Hollywood 10" and knew all 
of them to have been members of the Communist Partv In 
Hollywood". 

, Confidential Informant] "'ll ofknown reliability, 
advised that a "Call to a Conference on Equal Rights to Negroes 
in the Arts, Sciences and Professions," was held on November 10/ 
1951, &t the Pythian, 135 West 7° Street, New York City. This 
informant stated that ALICE CHILDRESS was. one of the sponsors 
and endorsers of the Conference Call. ( (uj 

• - 13 - 
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Committee For The Ne 


' /^nf identjal ' Informant I 1 and | | botjjof known 

reliability, advised that -the Committee for the Negro in the 
Arts, was formed at the. time of the re-organization an d 
m erge r, o f the Nati onal N egro CongresT and the Civil HT^ hts 
Congress . " — > 

It Is to be noted that the National Negro Congress 
and the Civil Rights Congress are organizations which have 
been designated by the Attorney General as coming within 
the purview of Executive Order 9835, 

With the merger of the above mentioned organizations, 
the Cultural Division of the National Negro Congress was dis- 
continued, and in its place, the members of the Division 
organized the Committee for the -Negro in the Arts. 

^Confidential Informants ! l and | that 

the Committee for the ^egro in the Arts serves the interest of 
the Communist Party in New York City, In propagandizing alleged 
acts of racial discrimination in the employment of Negroes in 
the Arts field. The !&ms_tsrdafli , 1950, page 6, 

5 , — displayed a p icture of the subject aruT" deScr lb'ea"* 
her as a Chairman of the Production Committee for theaFer 
pro ductio ns 

The "Daily Worker 1 ' of January 17, 1951 , page 11, 
column 1, reported that the dramatic musical, "Just A Little 
Simple,” was nearing the end of Its run in the Club Baron, 

132 Street and Lenox Avenue. According to this article, 
this musical was put on by the Committee for the Negro in 
the Arts, which was trying to build a permanent theater In 
Harlem. It is indicated that the aforementioned musical 
was written by ALICE CHILDRESS. 

The "Dally Worker” , January 31, 1952, page 7, 
column 12, in an article captioned, "Evening In the Arts,” 
described the entertainment which climaxed the first Con- 
3-ti±nt ional Convention of the Committee for the Ne gro' ~~in 

held at the henry Lincoln Johnson Lodge, 15 West 
126 Street, on January 26 / and ?7, IQ 5? . This article 
stated that ALICE CHILDRESS presented "Conversations from 
Lif©j 1 which was described as a glimpse into the life of a 
domestic worker. 








Pilftf 

r '.v * 

* .*.*■■* -£*■? f; - 


' •-• i- •: §-‘» t J--;- Th.© “Daily Worker"- of ^dSrch 22j., 1952, v page 7, 
column" I, to 3 / announced that the theater chapter of the 
Committee for the ^egro in the Arts was presenting a new j 
dramatic review, “Gold Through the Trees , 11 hy ALICE CfilLDRESS 
which concerns the ties between the African peoples and 
the American Negroes* This article stated that the review 
would be shown at the Club Baron, 132 Street and Lenox 
Avenue • 

r-'. 1 — 

^Confidential Informant ! L A advi sed of a meeting 
held by the Committee for the Negro m the Arts at the Town 
Hall on June 19 , 1950 * At this meeting, ALICE CHILDRESS 
read a poem entitled, “To The Convicts Wife . 11 X / 


The “Daily Worker”, July 31 , 1952, /ag< 
5, heralded a new play written by ALICE CHILDRESS 
premiered on August 9, 1952, at the Bj»ightonS^aj 
Center , 3200 Coney Island Avenue, at' a ma^tlno- hr 


idents 


L'e New 


6 , column 
to be 

; JJommunity 
IQ ring the 


(/? 


ilth Ac t\ trial. 


Guests of honor at this meeting were ELIZAB ETH GURLEY F LYNN 
Qi A-HDTA J LNS3 , Secretary of the Womens Commission, Communis' 
Party, United States of America, and BETTY_GANNETT . This 
article stated that the meeting was sponsored by the Citizens 
Emergency Defense Conference and the proceeds were to go 
toward the defense of the fifteen Smith Act victims. 

The “Daily Worker”, March 23, 1951, page 4 , column 3 , 
stated^ that BETTY GANNETT is a National Communist plrty 
Educational Director and presently on trial in New York Citv 
as a Smith Act violator. . J 

Harlem Citizens Committee To Repeal The Smith Act 




. L I of known reliability, advised on December 15, 
lVb^fthat the Harlem Citizen Committee to Repeal the Smith 
Act occupied desk space at 2286 7 Avenue, New York City, for_ 
about two months and then moved to an unknown address. ] j 
said this Committee Is apparently not active In the Harlem 11 
Area at the present time. 

The "Daily Worker" of September 19, *1951, page 1 , 
column 1, advised that a conference of the Harlem Citizens 
was held, on September 17, 1951 at the Hotel Theresa, to open 
a campaign to repeal the Smith Act. A LTCF? CHTLDffESS vaa 
a mong th pi i nit 1st , 1 . ng __appnsor 3 . The meeting was addressed bv 
GEORGS W. CROCKETT JR .^a*^£t torney of Detroit who helped 
defend the 11 Communist leaders and was sentenced to k months 
imprisonment by Federal Judge HAROLD MEDINA for contempt of 
court during the proceedings of the Smith Act trial. 
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ALICE CHILDRESS, negro, listed her place of birth as 
Charleston, South ‘Carolina, ^ULPEDITB DflOCS g^^ 

The Theatrical Section, Index to Authors, reflects that 
the subject attended Junior High School. This source indicated 
the subject was schooled jin the theatre, and, since her Junior 
High School days, acted with amateur group such as. Urban League 
Players and The Negro Theatre Youth League. 

The subject is an unemployed actress and playwright. 

The subject occupied Apt* I., ground floor at 800 Riverside 
Drive, New York. New York on 8/1/82. and continues to reside there 


Communist Party Activity 


'2 _______ v. 

3 P On 9/21/5JU. .advised that the subject was a me 

^ *of the Communist Parry-; (7? 

j - — - 

The subject was among those wh o led song s at a meeting 
g held under the auspices of the Harlem Regional C ommittee of the 
^ 5 Oom munlst Party dur ing March, l^O* "• " ^ 

REGISTERED „ / f) /}~~3 7 //•-?&#■ 
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The ’’Daily Worker”, 9/7/51 I ssua quQted the subject- as 
saying _1 a. regard to Mother BLOOR ’ s death, ’’The Negro people have 
lost a dear friend and champion. The world will cherish the good 
deeds she left behind.” 


i 


The subject was one of the sponsors of the ’’Negro History 
Week Celebration” during 1951, 

The subject attended the 2/12/52 Negro History Week Celebration 
and spoke on the subject entitled ”The Ne gro Woman - Yes - Yesterday 
and Today.” In this speech she urged that ~a right he made 16 v civil 
Rights for all Americ ans . 


3 


H 




Th6 subject is and/or has been affiliated and participated 
since 1950, with at least eleven Communist fronts or Communist 
dominated groups among which are the following. Subject taught 
classes in the Dramatic Workshop at the Jefferson School of Social 
Science during 1951* Subject was a sponsor of a Drogram in the 
preparation of a Peace Congress to be held in Chicago during June 
and July 1951* The subject has been associated with various Civil 
Rights Congress functions. Subject was a sneaker at the Fifteenth 
Annual Conference of the Teachers Union during April 1951* The 
subject inarched in the 1951 and 1952 May Day Parades, The subject 
has been associated with the National Council of the Arts, Sciences, 
and Professions. 


Plan of Approach 



V ) <- a 


It is noted the subject resides at 800 Riverside 
New York City and is an unemployed actress. In view/^fthe abov^ ^ 
the subject has no set routine, however it is planned that a discreet 
surveillance will be conducted. When the subject" iir^b served to 
leave her residence, a direct approach will be made at a safe and 
secure distance from her residence. 





In view of the above information Bureau au ^ __ 

requested to interview the subject in keeping with current Bureau 
instructions relative to the Security Informant Program. ^ 

eacib^nflL 
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UBJECT 


All Informants utilized herein have furnished reliable 
Information in the past, unless otherwise designated* 


■was a member o. 


m 9/21/51 > advised that ALICE CHILMEES/^ 
CP as of that date. 0^/^) 


2. The "Daily Worker" edition of 3/19/50, reported 
that ALICE CHILDRESS was among those who led songs at a 
meeting held under the auspices of the Harlem Regional 
Committee of the CP ( "DW" cited by HCUA). 


3 . 1 

was a sponsor 
May Day 1951* 


in May 1951 advised that ALICE CHILDRESS 
Le Provisional and Cultural Committee for 


S 1 [ described the Provisional and Cultural 

*9 -, Committee for May Day as being a CP organization and th$ . ^ 
^ Committee is made up entirely of CP members. (/$/ 


ii* The spring catalog of the JSSS for 1951 > page 26, 

stated that ALICE CHILDRESS would teach the Dramatic Workshop 
on Tuesday evenings. (JSSS cited by Attorney General) 
(Dramatic Workshop cited by HCUA) 

5* The "Daily Worker" of 5/20/54* P a S 0 b > column 1, 

disclosed that ALICE CHILDRESS was Dramatic Director at Camp 
Unity. 

advised on 5/27/53 that Camp Unity has been 


advised on 5/27/53 that Camp Unity has been 
controlled by the CP since its Inception in 1929 or 1930. 1 

5, ' I on 7/1/54 advised that ALICE CHILDRESS’ was 

Cultural Director at Camp Unity during 1954- fe) tu\ 

'VT.T, ■j-yr - '.'" y COI’TAIliSD 
RM -/ ’ • ~ '■’IVIED 


•yr.T, jvr^y ■ -"'T T C0CTAI5SD 
HERTH'l ~ 1 1 VIED 

$IHE5.*UADt 


BECQRDED-29 


37*/'? 


y fxnr. or~rrr$ 
*nsr? 1 - - : 

•r»cs ; r. 

** 


CLASSIFIED A 
jtXTEKDEbv! zikr. 

rci:. 1 , ii. v A -- * — — * 


> JUL j 3 1955 
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CATE Cry I V yijjqo S 
DECLASSIFY* . — V -7 UQLW.^ 
























progressive movement. This group was to present a 
play on April 23, 1953 * and the funds derived therefrom 
were to be turned over to the Council on African 
Affairs for .the benefit of the South African Resistance 
Movement . / 

•/ The Council on African Affairs has been 
designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

r o 

Civil Right 3 Congress (CRC ), 

/ b7D 1 who has furnished rel iable information 

/'in the past/advised on June 4, 1953^9tiat he had 
observed the name Mrs. ALICE CHILDRESS, 434 West 
163rd Street, New York City, LO 8-6740 on a document 
entitled "Finance Committee" which was maintained 
in the building occupied by the CRC, 6 East 17th Street, 
New York City. 

The CRC has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 1045Q'v 

The "Daily Worker" of November 30, 195 1^ 
page 7, column 1, an article captioned ’’Art 

Exhibit, Sale Next Weekend" revealed ALICE CHILDRESS 
was Co-Chairman of the Artists Committee of the 
.CRC. 

Comml ttee for the Negro in the Arts 

The "Daily Worker" of May 30, 1951* page 1, 
columns 2-4, reflects the Committee for the Negro 
in the Arts charged Sunday, at its "brunch" honoring 
Negroes and Whites for promoting Negro culture, that. , 

Negro theatrical personalities are being left out 
of the 200th Anniversary celebration of the United States 

tzzciEinmV] 
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Theater. The charges were made in a presentation 
address delivered by Mrs. ALICE CHILDRESS. 
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The Committee for the Negro in the Arts 
has been designated by the Attorney General of the 
United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

‘ j [who - has furnished reliable information _ 

in the past, maae available Information which reflected 
(date not determined) that ALICE CHILDRESS had 
endorsed a check dated April 7, 1952, made payable 
to Committee for the Negro in the Arts and drawn 
on the account oi l 

/ UZcTtuL 

Mr. LOUIS £<<BJDENZ, former CP functionary 
until October j/1945 and former managing' editor ~~ ~~ A 

of t hg "Dal iVdforker” advised on June 21, 1950, 
that 1 I was a loyal member of the CP ^ y 

during the' period from approximately 1942 to 19^5- 
He advised^that he had been instructed several times 
by EUGENS?15eNNIS and .TACK STACKED. CP functionaries, ^ 
regarding 1 ' the fact thatL____Jwas a loyal meaiUer 
of the CP i n order that BUDENZ could Identify 1 

p .n connection with BUDENZ 1 s work on the "Daily 
Worker. " r :0 


/information by | I above,! (and. = 53 , 

subsequently^ mentioned In this report Is not to be made 
public except in aiBual proceeding following the issuance 
of a subpoena. /C\ r\ 

»-> 

I | advised on November 5 > 19^oJ that 
ALICE CHILDRESS had been the motivating force . 
behind the Committee for the Negro An the Arts. 

J -> 1 =T|(v ^ 

On May 28, 1952, | [/who has furnished 

ormation in the past, revealed that ALICE 
CHILDRESS had endorsed a check made payable to 
the Committee for the Negro In the Arts which was 
dated April 24, 1952. 


ilC UWiuiiU. V -L W Jb VUV JL1 

J On May 28, 1952, 1 T/ 1 

ormation in the past, r< 








:x m 
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California Senate Pact Finding Committee on Un-American 
Activities, page 394) ♦ 


The masthead of the "National Guardian" 
issue of May 9* 1955* reflected it is published weekly 
by the Weekly Guardian Associates, Incorporated, 

17 Murray Street, New York 7* New York* 


The "Daily Worker" of November 1, 1951* 
page 7, column two, in an article entitled "50 M 

Notables Back Parley on Negro Rights on Arts, Sciences 
revealed ALICE CHILDRESS was one of the sponsors 
•f a conference initiated by the New York Council 
the Arts, Sciences and Professions held on November 10th 
at the Pfcthian, 35 West 7 9th Street. 

J who has furnished rejjjjjable information 

in the past, advised on July 15* 195^p^^ he kad 
attended a general membership meeting of the National 
Council of the ASP, Incorporated, on June IT, 1953. At 
this meeting, according to the informant, ALICE CHILDRESS 
and others became involved in discussion on blacklists, 
etc, and that 75 per cent of the audience left. 


•fomnfl Lazarus Federation *f Jewish 
* Women f s Clubs ^ 

/on December 31* 1954. ~ J wno has furnished 

reliable information in the past, made available 
a booklet entitled "Bread and Roses Too’ in 
celebration of the 300th anniversary of the Jewish 
Settlement In the United States of America, 1654-1954, 
Lazarus Clubs - Brooklyn, New York, Serviced 
by remnift Lazarus Federation of Jewish Women’s Clubs, 
l6B>5th Avenue, New Y«rk 10, New York." The above 
mentioned booklet on, page 5* contained an announcement 
of a program, concert And 'dramatic presentation 
staged by ALICE CHILDRESS, to be held on December 11, 1954 






) l as having 

hA ftp ij^votfid OP memb ers as of the Inline he ler~b the CP 


In 


The "New York Teachers News," official newspaper 
of the TU, issue of May 5, 1956, reflects that ABRAHAM 
LEDERMAN and ROSE V. RUSSELL continue to be officers of 
the TU a §/%he date of publication. x 


c 


.who has furnished reliable _ 

made available on April 30, 1951. 


in the pasv, ■ !« ■»»»*■» ■— > ~ * - — 

release sent by the TU, 206 West 15th Street, 

New York, Local 555, UPW during the month of April* 
press release dated April 7, 1951 > indicated MIbl. 
ALICE CHILDRESS was one of the persons making 
declarations at the "Teachers Union 15th Annual 
Educational Conference at the Hotel Commodore* 

Committee of the Sojourn for Truth and 

Justice „ - 


rmation 
press 
ew York, 
The 


A pamphlet entitled "A Call to Negro Women" 
announcing a Sojourn for Truth and Justice in Washington, 
D.C* from through October 1, 1951, “ade 

available 7b? d ly who has furnished reliable information 

in the pasU> on tctober 18, 1951 , wi *° haci obtained 
the pamphlet at a meeting #f the Financial Committee 
of the CRC on September 27, 1951, revealed that ALICE ^ 
CHILDRESS, New York, was one of the members of the / 

Initiating Committee of the Sojourn f#r Truth and Justice 
t# Washington. 


kd vised on May 29. 1952^ that the 


o 
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New York, New York, dated September 6, 1951, bearing 
signature of ALICE CHILDRESS among others. 



i) 


n letter appeared to be an Invitation 

07^ i nitial meeting on Monday September 17, 1951, at 
o:uu F.M. at the Hotel Theresa, 125th Street and 7th Avenue , 

° ZtI* a cam P a ig n looking toward the reversal faS 
of the Smith Act.. » V 

p — i’ ’ 

_ . . _ 1 p dvised on September 4, 1953/ that the 

Provisional Harlem Committee to Repeal the Smith Act, 
also known as Harlem Committee to Repeal the Smith 

lnt0 existence about September, 1951, fostered 
, y , "fir the av °wed purpose of repealing the Smith 

Act Z advi sed there has been no activity 

on thS“pai»t of this organization to his knowledge, since 
approximately January, 1953, 

JEWISH YOUNG FRATERNALIST AND "JEWISH YOUTH 

BUILDER" 


i 


who has fu: 


... . j r ~J?t£d reliable information 

in the past, February 27, 195l9Tfexhibited a news release 
issued by the Jewish Youth Builder" on February 24, 1951, 
which announced the cultural presentation to be given on 
that date under Joint sponsorship of the Jewish Young 
Fratemalist (JYF) and the "Jewish Youth Builder", identified 
as the progressive Jewish monthly publication." The news 
reiease staged that ALICE CHILDRESS was one of the sponsors 
of the affair. 

^ "Morning Freiheit" of December 28, 

1947, reflected that the Youth Division of the JPFO 
was then holding its First Constitutional Convention 
in New York City. 


^ Dece ^ber 29, 1947, issue of the "Morning 
#TO21a«iifc reported a ceremony admitting the Youth 
Division as an official section of the JPFO. 
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*fcp< f, r.\»£ \* 


— f 1 advised on December 9, 1955 > Aoi ou April 26, % 
1955 »j that the Committee to Reato:re Paul Robes an 1 a Passport, 
although It continued to maintain desk space at 
&iite 6, 139 West 125*h Street, New York City, and was listed 
M a tenant at Suite 6, 139 West 125 th Street, Sew * 

York City, had not been active tor the past year mt ft 
at present it was in a dormant statue* 

June 1, 1954, 1 ~jj who has furnished 
reliable inforaatien in the past, advise* ALICE CHILDRESS 
was one of the entertainers at am affair given by the 
Cc emit tee to Bestore Paul Robeson 11 s Passport at the •.*> 

Renaissance Ballroom, 137th Street and Seventh A venue, 

Hew Yerk City, otx Hay 2b, 1954* 

D* Associates 

The "Dally Worker" of October 31, 1952, page 
1, coliam 4, in an article entitled "Harlan Reception 
Pays Tribute to Kra* Bass" revealed ALICE CHILCRESS was one 
of several speaking In tribute to the gallant fight being 
waged by the first Negro woman to be nominated the Progressive 
Party candidate for vice-president, Krs* CHARLOT^iUBlSS* 


has furnish^ 



— fwaa often meatlened to hi* 

as a Commmlst prier to 1945 and bt believed the attended 
ene of the national Conventions ef the CP as a delegate . 1 
in approximately 1942* 

The National Coceaittee, CP, USA, in issuing its 
final text of the "Resolution Growing 0u9 ef the Presidential 
Elections" in "Political Affairs" Issue ef July, 1953, states 
In substanoe tbfc in 1948 the CP helped stimulate the formation 
•f the Progressive Party and oorrectly supported the Progressive 
Party through the 1952 elections* It then states t 

"However, the ala take which the Party made was to 
confuse this task with the historic task ef Arming a new mass 
Party of the peeple* As a consequence there existed 
the wrong estimate that the formation ef the 
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the following: />- — 

11 Another TV show deserving of analysis 

is danger 1 , sponsored over CBS - TV by L[ 

On ’Danger 1 have appeared Communist - frontiers.*.... 

Alice Childress. ..... .as well as many performers 

not such." /7» ( U) V-.. ^ _ 

F I on March 23, 195<0 iSsed that ALICE 
CHILDRESS* formerly active with the Negro in the Arts 
had published a new book ’’Like One Of The Family: 
Conversations From A Domestic’s Life" which was being 
widely circulated among CP members throughout the state 
and country. 


The "Daily Worker "of August 5* 1955 * page 
2, column 4, in an article entitled "Hiroshima Memorial 
tbohear ARTHUR UPHAM POPE "reveal ad a dramatic presentation 
"The Search" written and directed by ALICE CHILDRESS will 
be featured at the 10th Anniversary Hiroshima Commemorative 
meeting held at Carnegie Hall next Wednesday evening. 

£ta. September 26, 1955 j it was aadah tained 
through information made availc-ble by I 8 * ho has (u) 
furnished reliable information in the past, that the 
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wfre^rfollowl:^ 03 ^ Comme »°^tlve Committee 

GUY EMERy^SHIPLER , Chairman 
J ANXCB<JSo BERTS, Secretary 
^®jHy XSRAX3; . Treasurer 

311,3 undetr-jimuiibi a^aci^iX 3 ' 3 * memher 0i the cp 

JANICEJik' ROBERTSES 1 ! signer of^netl?? r 25 ’ 195 ?' listed 
the J SsS. 513 or a petition supporting 




-ft':’ 


W lyW and f 8 ® member of in We 

4 , column 4 , ^Iflectertha^the 1211 " ° f A ? susfc 22 > ^ 55 , 
Hall under the aulSlc« a of tS w ? in Carne Sle 

Committee included*** Hnsmf the Hiroshima Commemorative 

directe 1 %^cI^^s ! rOdUCti0n ^“ tel1 “ d 

reliable in^^mation'^ln^hH 9 ^ 6, i —I ™ 10 has furnished 

dated December 30* 195? made available a letter 

"Provisional under the letterhead of the 

West 80th Street^" New^ork I^New f 5 Laaiasl PP i "> 220 

receiver to loin' in ? K ** ew Yorjc .r asking the 


page 
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CSHF1 







contacted by SA | 

I "[ on 6/1/5 

-CQntflnt,^ V»y SA [~ 
[ on 6/1/5] 

contac ted by SaT 

H~]on 6/1/56. 


rCQntncted by SA| 

fc 6/1/56. 
contacted by sa I 



! onb/j 



[d "by SA C3 

on 6/5/56. 


SA 1 

on 6/12, 


I ]&> contact ed by sa| 

V bi E to 6/14/557 

administratitb 

reliability advlsed^he^hed f?? 116 ? unknown 

included! — LJJhose present \ \ 

ALICE Cff lUikfclSS wlmm he- ^ J f ^ ROBESON and \ W- 


; ^ urn i3hed both questionable 

ADMINISTRATIVE pang CONT'D 










b2 

blC 

b7D 


writer' and. conducts her husinpe-c ** , 

ousiness from her residence, 


II . affiliation WITH THE 

COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 


A. Miscellane ous Activities 

an undate^f ormTantioned^fl^p^ - ^ ni ^ de availab le 
was found in the off-w^ Asp Speakers Bureau which 
National CoSnhll of Vaca * ed by the 

(NCASP) and the New Yo S'fhff and Professions 

wew - ork Chapter of the Council. 

CHIIJ?KESSr 800 b Rrverside r nri 1 ^ ted that ALICE 

subjects pertain-fnc- wa,s ava iI&t>Ie for 

in America, Negro Wom^n H i 5t ^ ry the Nesro Artists 
in Negro Histo?™ Cultur^S anding Figures 
West Indies and Africa 1 ^ °*§™ unds - America, 

=r 1... *,.. a srSSfJ “f >5 ° 

ALICE Ci'^th^rnotation 1 ^"'!— ^ a i ls>ed the name 
captioned "Culture and <mh-nxr,+? Pea ^ e £ on a docu -raent 
in the possession of I “ — ‘ y n ' Re S' , / «aIntained 

=- 1 - J° n th &P* te ffO(y) 


= * r u 

Regional tha Harlem 

indludedl ^ that time 

1956, re llTIrmed thl^ stele^t^ ' ^ 4 ’ 

p 

was presen? at r a 1 blrthdaY'£3 a ? VlS ?« AiICE CH *LDHESS 

oi run day party for PAUL ROBESON, SR. 
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